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side the pale of the Sanatana Dharma, could so readily and thoroughly grasp and master the spirit of its contents, But the explanation lay in the fact that they had as their Guru, one who was in himself the embodiment of all the insight and the spirituality of the Indian philosophies, and who had a powerful personality to infuse his own spirit into his disciples belonging to any nationality. Hence it is that side by side the European and the Indian disciples of their great Teacher have worked for years in the joyous labour for a common cause, that of propagating the Swarm's mission. The Advaita Ashrama in the Himalayas proved the cosmopolitan centre, for here gathered disciples from all the provinces of India, and even from distant America. Five American gentlemen, influenced by the Swami's teachings, spent some years in this mountain monastery, living the life of the BrahmachAryam> and now and then visitors come from various parts of India in order to spend some time with the monks in peaceful retirement, The monks are in constant touch with persons and centres the world over. At other monastic centres of the Order of Ramakrishna, the same cosmopolitan character is evinced as far as practicable.
There were still others, who came to India as the Swami's followers. The most eminent of these was Mrs. Ole Bull, known widely in America on account of her philanthropy, culture, and social position, and famous the world over as the widow of the celebrated violinist. She became acquainted with the Swami from the very commencement of his American work and assisted him in a large way financially. He was often her guest at her residence in Cambridge, near Boston, and was the chief figure, on many occasions, at her well-known salons. Mrs. Bull was a woman of pre-eminent talents, and at her house she often had as callers and guests the most distinguished scholars of the world. Thus her name lent prestige to the Swami's movement in America. To the members of the Ramakrishna Mission she is held in great respect She endowed the central monastery of the Order at Belur and helped the cause of the Mission and of